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Year 1 Spring Newsletter

Dear Parents

Welcome back! We hope you’ve all had a fantastic Christmas break and may
we say a massive thank you to everyone for your kind Christmas cards and gifts.

The children have settled into Year One and are becoming much more
independent in their learning and coming in by themselves in the morning,
getting themselves settled and organised for the day.

Here are a few of the many exciting things we have planned for the upcoming
term.

As always, if you have any questions or queries then please don’t hesitate to
contact us

Many thanks
Mrs Kelly and Mrs Beddall
The Year One Team

Subject Overviews

English
In English we will be learning to spell the days of the week and exploring the

story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle to support us. After half term,
we will be writing dinosaur riddles and also exploring different Mr Men and
Little Miss storybooks. In addition to this, the children will continue to take part
in a daily Read Write Inc phonics lesson. In these sessions’ children learn new
sounds, decode words and develop fluency and speed for reading as well learn-
ing to spell. The children will also continue to work on developing their com-
prehension skills.

Maths

The children will continue to develop their understanding of numbers beyond
10. They will develop their knowledge of subtraction and addition facts within
20. During Spring 2 the children will then deepen their understanding of place
value by looking at numbers to 50. We will also learning about measurement;
length & height and mass & volume.

Science

This term during Science, the children will continue to learn about seasonal
changes by looking at the signs of Spring. The children will also explore
animals, including humans. The children will learn to name the main parts of
the human body and senses and will carry out their own senses investigations.



Subject Overviews
Useful Dates

Humanities
Thursday 29th Januay In Geography the children will be exploring hot and cold countries. We will learn about the loca-
KS1 Target Games tion of these countries in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.

During History the children will be exploring a significant individual named Walter Tull. They will
Monday 16th February— explore why he is ‘famous’ to our local area and understand why he was significant within the
Friday 20th February football community. We also have a very exciting trip planned to Northampton Town Football
Club to further support our learning on this topic.

Half Term

PSHE/Religion and Worldviews
In Religion and Worldviews this term the children will explore the diversity within Judaism. We

Monday 23 March
Sixfields Trip

will start by exploring simple key Jewish beliefs and stories, then move on to looking at Jewish
ceremonies and artefacts. We will complete the unit by providing opportunities for the children

to express their own ideas and values.
Tuesday 24th & Thursday

26th February

After February half term, we will start a new unit on how we care for the world, where we will
touch on how different beliefs around the world influence how people care for the world. The
Parents Evening children will then make connections to their own beliefs about the world and how they can care
for it.

. In Health and Wellbeing, the children will be learning about how their bodies grow and change
Friday 6th March . . .
as well as how to keep themselves safe. We will also be learning the correct terminology for our
World Book Day body parts as well as learning the Pantosaurus song from the NSPCC website which will support
our discussions about ‘privates being private’.

PE
Friday 20th March Year 1 will further develop control and accuracy when sending and receiving a ball. They will use
Comic Relief hands, feet and other equipment and explore the different methods and similarities between

them. Year 1 will also be doing gymnastics. They will learn all the basic gymnastics shapes and
how to demonstrate them with good body tension. These will then be applied to rolls and
Monday 30th March— jumps both on mats and using small apparatus.

Friday 10th April
Easter Holidays

The Arts, DT and Computing

In Art and Design this term, we will be exploring the artist Pablo Picasso and discussing what we
think about his work. Inspired by his portrait paintings, we will be developing our drawing and
painting skills by creating our own self-portraits. Throughout the term we will be continuing to
use our sketchbooks to explore techniques and develop our ideas. In DT, the children will learn
to distinguish between fruit and vegetables and know where they grow. They will design a fruit
kebab and accompanying packaging.

In Computing, we will continue to learn about algorithms. We will use a Lego building program
on Purple Mash to follow and create a set of instructions, considering how the order of these
affects the result. In Spring 2 we will be exploring mazes using algorithms to direct characters
through a maze. We will learn how debug algorithms when they go wrong.

Other Reminders

. Please ensure that you continue to send your child into school each day with a named
water bottle, their bookbag, reading books and reading record.

. Please ensure all PE kits and bags are named!
o As a reminder, please do not send your children to school with any toys.

THE RADSTONE

Be the Best You Can Be!



