
 
 

Reception Long Term Overview 

2025-2026 
Welcome to Reception! This overview shows what your child will be learning throughout the 

year. 

 

Our Learning Journey Through The Year 

Each half term has an exciting theme that links all of our learning together. Here's what we'll 

be exploring: 

 

Term Theme 

Autumn 1 Myself - All about me, my family, and 

settling into school 

Autumn 2 Storytelling - Traditional tales, fairytales, 

and magical stories 

Spring 1 Amazing Animals - Arctic, sea creatures, 

jungle, and British animals 

Spring 2 Growing and Changing - Spring, plants, life 

cycles, and gardens 

Summer 1 Our Planet - Exploring continents around 

the world 

Summer 2 Adventures and Exploration - Dinosaurs, 

space, detectives, and summer fun 

  



 
 

What Your Child Will Learn 

Reception follows the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum. Here are the key 

areas of learning: 

 

Communication and Language 

Your child will develop their speaking, listening, and understanding skills through: 

• Sharing ideas and joining in with stories and songs 

• Learning new vocabulary linked to our themes 

• Following instructions and asking questions 

• Listening carefully to stories and retelling them 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Your child will learn to: 

• Make friends and play cooperatively 

• Manage their feelings and understand others' emotions 

• Follow rules and routines 

• Be independent and resilient when facing challenges 

• Take turns and share with others 

 

Physical Development 

Your child will develop their physical skills including: 

• Moving confidently in different ways (running, jumping, balancing, climbing) 

• Developing fine motor skills for writing and drawing 

• Using tools safely, such as scissors and pencils 

• Learning about healthy lifestyles and keeping safe 

 

Literacy 

Your child will learn to read and write through: 

• Daily phonics lessons using Read Write Inc. 

• Reading books at their level and sharing stories 

• Learning to write letters, then words, and simple sentences 

• Exploring different types of books and texts 

 

Mathematics 

Your child will explore numbers and mathematical concepts: 

• Counting, recognising, and writing numbers 

• Comparing quantities (more, less, same) 

• Exploring shapes, patterns, and measures 

• Beginning to add and subtract 

• Solving problems in everyday situations 

 



 
 

Understanding the World 

Your child will discover and explore: 

• The natural world - animals, plants, seasons, and weather 

• Different cultures and communities around the world 

• How things work and why things happen 

• Past and present - how things have changed over time 

• Using technology safely and purposefully 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Your child will express their creativity through: 

• Painting, drawing, and creating artwork 

• Making models and constructions 

• Music, singing, and playing instruments 

• Role play and imaginative play 

• Dance and movement 

 

  



 
 

Special Events and Visits 

Throughout the year, we have exciting visitors and special events to enhance your child's 

learning: 

 

Autumn Term 

• Police visit - Learning about people who help us 

• Firefighter visit - Understanding fire safety 

• Local area walk - Exploring our community 

• Harvest celebrations 

• Christmas performance and celebrations 

 

Spring Term 

• Learning about different animals and their habitats 

• Planting and growing activities 

• Easter celebrations 

 

Summer Term 

• Exploring different continents and cultures 

• Sports Day 

• Transition activities preparing for Year 1 

• An animal related school trip!   



 
 

Important Information 

 

Communication 

We use Class Dojo to share updates and information about the class. We also use Tapestry 

to share photos and observations of your child’s learning journey!  

PE and Forest School 

Your child will need their PE kit in school every day. We'll let you know the days for PE and 

Forest School sessions. 

 

Home Learning 

The most important home learning is reading daily with your child. We will also send home 

occasional activities linked to our themes. We also send home various games and videos 

that can support the children’s learning at home.  
 

Parent Workshops 

Throughout the year, we offer workshops to help you understand how we teach phonics, 

reading, and mathematics. We also have 'Stay and Play' sessions where you can join your 

child in the classroom. Look out for dates on Class Dojo. 

 

  



 
 

Learning Through Play 

In Reception, children learn best through play and hands-on experiences. Our classroom is 

set up with different areas that encourage learning in all areas of the curriculum: 

 

• Role Play Areas - develops imagination, language, and social skills 

• Construction Area - builds spatial awareness, problem-solving, and creativity 

• Writing Areas - encourages mark-making and early writing skills 

• Book Corner - promotes love of reading and storytelling 

• Maths Area - provides hands-on number and shape activities 

• Creative Area - offers painting, drawing, and making opportunities 

• Outdoor Area - supports physical development and exploration 

 

Children choose activities that interest them, and teachers guide and extend their learning 

through thoughtful questioning and interaction. This approach helps children develop as 

confident, enthusiastic learners. 

 

 

Contact Us 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact us: 

 

• Speak to us at drop-off or pick-up time 

• Contact the school office 

 

 

 

 


