
26. Appendix G: Contextual Safeguarding (schools to edit) 

Brackley is a town located on the A5 approximately 9 miles south-west of Northampton and about 11 miles 
north-west of Milton Keynes, the nearest main towns, both of which have direct rail connections to 
Birmingham and London Euston. Oxford is also nearby, about 20 miles to the south-west. There are 
approximately 11,000 people living in Brackley as of the census 2021, and with typical growth rates, this 
number is predicted to rise close to 20,000 in the coming years with large numbers of additional housing 
currently being built to the west of the town. Local recent crime is weighted heavily on anti-social behaviour 
and violence/sexual offences.  

At The Radstone we are aware of the impact on families with the following issues in our local area: 

Domestic Abuse  

Using the most recent information made available from Northants Police, we know that Domestic Abuse 
and Sexual Violence continues to be a major concern within our county. Offences involving violence against 
the person accounted for 80.5% of Domestic Abuse offences, which equates to 36.0% of all recorded violent 
crimes (Northants Police, May 2019). Those acts of violence without injury, which includes stalking and 
harassment, account for 2 out of every 3 domestic violence offences. Northamptonshire Police have 
identified an increasing trend in the repeat victimisation rate for victims of Domestic Abuse within the last 
12 months. In April 2019, police data identified that 39.3% of domestic crime recorded involved a repeat 
victim, as did 45% of all domestic related crime and non-crime incidents. The victims identified within the 
last 12 months were predominantly white females between the ages of 25 and 34. Between September 
2017 and September 2018 a total of 16,139 incidents were recorded by Northamptonshire Police, in 14,425 
of these cases children were found to have been present. The impact that such exposure to abuse can have 
upon a child has been subject to significant research and it is known that adverse childhood experiences 
may impact significantly on all areas of a child’s development. Northamptonshire Domestic Abuse and 
Sexual Violence Strategy 2019-2022 is currently in development.  

Northamptonshire Police has seen a 10 per cent increase in reports of domestic abuse since the country 
went into lockdown on March 23 2020. In the week ending April 19, police responded to 344 reports of 
domestic abuse compared with 292 for the same week in March. 

At The Radstone we monitor the welfare of the children in those families for whom we have received DV 
notifications through Operation Encompass. Our Health and Wellbeing curriculum covers healthy 
relationships with specific units from Year 1 to Year 6 to help children to recognise what constitutes a 
positive, healthy relationship and develop the skills to form and maintain positive and healthy relationships.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northampton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Keynes
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Brackley is the safest small town in Northamptonshire and is the 104th most dangerous overall out of 
Northamptonshire's 261 towns, villages, and cities. The overall crime rate in Brackley in 2023 was 49 crimes 
per 1,000 people. This compares favourably to Northamptonshire's overall crime rate, coming in 37% lower 
than the Northamptonshire rate of 78 per 1,000 daytime population. For England, Wales, and Northern 
Ireland as a whole, Brackley is the 154th safest small town, and the 4,420th most dangerous location out of 
all towns, cities, and villages. 

In March 2024, Brackley was the worst small town in Northamptonshire for other theft, with 16 crimes 
reported and a crime rate of 1.3 per 1,000 daytime population. March 2023 was also a bad month for 
Brackley residents, when it was again Northamptonshire's most dangerous small town for other theft, 
recording 11 crimes at a rate of 0.90 per 1,000 daytime population. 

The most common crimes in Brackley are violence and sexual offences, with 289 offences during 2023, 
giving a crime rate of 24. This is 7% lower than 2022's figure of 310 offences and a difference of 1.72 from 
2022's crime rate of 25. Brackley's least common crime is theft from the person, with 1 offence recorded in 
2023. 

(Source: https://crimerate.co.uk/northamptonshire/brackley?postcode=NN136GA)  

https://crimerate.co.uk/northamptonshire/brackley?postcode=NN136GA


 

Radicalisation 

Safeguarding vulnerable children and adults against radicalisation remains a key priority for 
Northamptonshire partnership agencies. To understand the appeal of extremist ideologies we need to look 
beyond the usual explanations. Using a public health approach may help to better understand what really 
puts people at risk of radicalisation and may aid the identification of risk factors and resilience factors to 
allow us to target those factors and improve the health of those vulnerable to radicalisation.  

Drug and Substance Misuse 

‘County Lines’ is a national issue involving the use of mobile phone ‘lines’ by groups to extend their drug 
dealing business into new locations outside of their home areas. This issue affects most counties. A ‘county 
lines’ enterprise almost always involves exploitation of vulnerable persons; this can involve both children 



and adults who require safeguarding. The assessment has identified the need for a multi-agency approach 
at a national, regional and local level. Secure operating bases are an essential feature of these enterprises 
which can be successfully disrupted through concerted application of conventional law enforcement tactics. 
Mobile phone ‘lines’ are an essential feature of these enterprises; it is judged that developing a viable tactic 
to disrupt lines would have a substantial effect. Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) is increasingly used to 
describe this type of exploitation where children are involved  

Child Criminal Exploitation is common in county lines and occurs where an individual or group takes 
advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, control, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under 
the age of 18. The victim may have been criminally exploited even if the activity appears consensual. Child 
Criminal Exploitation does not always involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use of 
technology. Criminal exploitation of children is broader than just county lines and includes for instance 
children forced to work on cannabis farms or to commit theft.  

Northamptonshire’s proximity to easy transport links with London, Birmingham and other big cities makes it 
vulnerable to County Lines exploitation. It would appear, from the NCA Intelligence Assessment County 
Lines, Gangs, and Safeguarding report 2015, that groups target two types of areas, either small coastal 
towns that suffer from issues relating to deprivation and unemployment or in contrast more affluent areas 
with decent transport links to London. The 2016 schools survey reported an increase in lifetime prevalence 
of drug use, from 15% in 2014 to 24% in 2016, following a longer term falling trend. Part of this increase in 
overall drug use can be explained by the addition of questions on nitrous oxide (NO) and new psychoactive 
substances (NPS). However, even allowing for these, the estimate for 2016 is 21% which remains a large 
increase from 15% in 2014. One tenth (10%) of pupils said that they had taken drugs in the last month, up 
from 6% in 2014. The authors noted that this increase in drug use among young people has not been 
observed in other data sources and therefore needs to be treated with caution.     

Young people’s statistics from NDTMS (National Statistics about Drug and Alcohol Misuse Treatment). 
Lifetime prevalence of drug use among schoolchildren has previously showed a steady long-term decline; 
however, data from the most recent surveys of school children in both England and Scotland (2017 Public 



Health England/Home Office) reported increases in drug use. The drug use of parents is however still a 
concern and has an impact on family life. NHS Statistics show that children as young as 11 are 
experimenting with drugs and are now more likely to get them first time from a shop or dealer than they 
were ten years ago, when most children got them from friends. 

At The Radstone our Health and Wellbeing curriculum addresses which, why and how, commonly available 
substances and drugs (including alcohol, nicotine in tobacco and 'energy drinks') can damage their 
immediate and future health and safety; that some are restricted and some are illegal to own, use and give 
to others. It also enables children to recognise when they need help and to develop the skills to ask for help; 
to use basic techniques for resisting pressure to do something dangerous, unhealthy, that makes them 
uncomfortable or anxious, or that they think is wrong. 

Cultural Awareness  

2021 census figures show that Brackley, in comparison to local area (Oxfordshire & Milton Keynes) has a 
largely White British population. 

We understand that cultural awareness and tradition play important roles in helping young children develop 
a positive sense of identity and build self-esteem. Studies show that cultural appreciation and awareness 
contribute to building a positive self-image. Our children need to develop an awareness and appreciation of 
other cultures, and we aim to do this through units such as Valuing Difference in our Health and Wellbeing 
curriculum, topics on diversity, and learning about other religions and cultures through engaging visitors, to 
bring learning alive in our RE curriculum. 



27. Appendix H: School Safeguarding Team 

At The Radstone Primary School the named personnel with designated responsibility for safeguarding are: 

Designated Safeguarding 

Lead 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Lead(s) 

Safeguarding Governor 

Sophie Matthews 

dsl@trps.thlt.academy  

Louise Alder 

senco@trps.thlt.academy 

Jenny Jeffery-Webb 

HoS@trps.thlt.academy 

Michelle Beddall 

mbeddall@trps.thlt.academy 

Callum McGillivray 

cmcgillivray@trps.thlt.academy 

Craig Kirby 

ckirby@trps.thlt.academy 

 

 

Designated Senior Manager 

 

Deputy Designated Senior 

Manager 

Chair of Governors 

(in the event of an allegation 

against the head teacher) 

Andrea Curtis 

ceo@thlt.academy  

Jenny Jeffery-Webb 

HoS@trps.thlt.academy 

 

Kostas Tseronis 

ktseronis@trps.thlt.acade

my 
 

 
 

Our Vice-Chair of Governors: Our Lead for LAC or PLAC 
pupils: 

Our Prevent Single Point of 
Contact (SPOC): 

Sarah Rowe 

srowe@trps.thlt.academy  

 

Sophie Matthews 

dsl@trps.thlt.academy 

 

 

Sophie Matthews 

dsl@trps.thlt.academy 

 

Our Data Protection Officer: Our Filtering & Monitoring 
Provider: 

Our Lead for Mental Health: 

Plumsun 
info@plumsun.com  

EasiPC 

servicedesk@easipc.co.uk  

Sophie Matthews 

dsl@trps.thlt.academy 
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