
 

 

 

History 
VOCABULARY FRAMEWORK FOR EYFS, KEY STAGE 1 AND KEY STAGE 2 

 

  



 

  1 

 

Key: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

 

 

 History 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Ch

ro

no

lo

gy 

Yesterday  

Tomorrow 

Before  

After 

New  

Old  

Time 

Day  

Month 

Year  

Now 

Past  

after 

around the 

time of… 

before 

days 

first/second 

(etc) 

last 

long ago 

months 

next 

now 

past 

prehistoric 

present 

then 

very old  
when 

Yesterday 

Similar 

Different 

at the same time (as) 

BC/AD 

before I was born 

CE/BCE 

century 

chronological order 

earlier 

era 

later 

long after 

long before 

period 

since 

when grandparents were young 

years (dating system) 

age 

approximate 

change 

chronological 

dates 

during 

event 

millennium 

more recently 

originate 

process 

several (years) 

timeline 

trace 

while 

Each of the above appropriate to 

each term 

abrupt 

accurate 

cause 

consequence 

continuity 

decline 

former 

latter 

occasion 

phase 

seldom 

trend 

uncertain 

technology 

contemporary 

context 

diminish 

dominate 

enduring 

epoch 

inevitable 

legacy 

prior 

subsequent 

cumulative 

decontextualise 

simultaneous 

Hi

st

ori

cal 

co

nc

ep

ts 

Celebrate  

King 

Queen  

Castle  

Princess 

Prince 

Turret 

Tower 

Moat 

Transport  

Knight  

celebrate 

famous 

king 

queen 

succession 

Transport 

Significant  

Childhood 

Racism 

achievement 

 

ally 

conquer 

defeat 

democracy 

enemy 

victory 

Withdraw 
significant  

ancient 

civilisation 

combat 

exile 

govern 

government 

invade 

majority 

navigate 

reign 

republic 

rule 

voyage 

abolish 

aristocracy 

crusade 

Culture 

ancestor 

descendant 

dictated 

dynasty 

heritage 

monarchy 

monotheistic 

polytheistic 

principal 

Revolution 
empire 

voyage 

Raiding 

Invading 

heathen 

 

conservative 

crime 

employ 

influence 

mass 

neutrality 

progressive 

propaganda 

punishment 

suffrage 

terrain 

transport 

weaponry 

Allies  

Civic 

Conscription 

Constitution 

economy 

Hierarchy 

Hyperinflation  

League of Nations 

mono-cultural 

multi-cultural 

nationalist 

persecute 

Prejudice 

Republic 

Revenue 

Rhineland 

Succumb 

Ultimatum 

Unification   



 

  2 

Hi

st

ori

cal 

la

ng

ua

ge 

Past  

Photograph  

Order 

Story  

Event  

Compare 

 
 

artefact 

compare 

comparison 

curator 

event 

fiction 

museum 

non-fiction 

past 

photograph 

Research 

Timeline 

sequence 

source 

story 

tradition 

connection 

difference 

document 

events 

people 

places 

recording 

represent 

technology 

ways of life 

clarify 

construct 

epic 

equivalent 

folklore 

historian 

infer 

interpret 

introduce 

myth 

legend 

narrate 

necessary 

opinion 

organise 

population 

primary source 

rural 

saga 

secondary source 

survive 

theme 

theory 

tribe 

urban 

Version 

excavate 

unearth 

alternative 

ardent 

assume 

campaign 

characteristic 

contrast 

conventional 

critique 

develop 

eventful 

intricate 

reliability 

structure 

summarise 

transition 

trivial 

typical 

unique 

Valid 

Saga 

abundant 

capacity 

complex 

crucial 

exceptional 

futile 

generalise 

hypothesise 

impact 

inform 

obstacle 

perspective 

phenomenon 

pivotal 

rigorous 

Archaeologist 

Surpass  

 

 

sparse 

sustain 

verify 

Abdicated  

Analyse 

Annexed 

/Annexation 

Appropriate 

appeasement 

Attribute 

Asocial 

authentic 

bias 

characterise 

controversy 

Corroborate 

Delegates 

Demilitarised  

demographic 

Discern 

discontent 

Doctrine 

Duck boards 

encircled 

epitomise 

Extrapolate 

Foreign policy 

paraphrase 

Plausible 

Putsch/revoluti

on 

Rearmament 

Reparations  

robust 

stance 

Tertiary 

Territory 

Trade 

union 

Treason 

Treaty  

unsanita

ry 

violated 

 


